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GAUSS SYMPOSIUM IN OTTAWA 30 APRIL 1977 
Under the auspices of the Ottawa Gauss Bicentennial Com- 
mittee, chaired by Professor Viktors Linis of the Mathematics 
Department of the University of Ottawa, a Gauss Symposium will 
be held at that University on the 200th. anniversary of the 
birth of Gauss (30 April 1777). Speakers are Kenneth 0. May 
(University of Toronto) on the historical background, Hans J. 
Zassenhaus (Ohio State University) on mathematics, Brian G. 
Marsden (Harvard and Smithsonian Observatories) on astronomy, 
and Kenneth Whitham (Earth Physics Branch, Energy, Mines and 
Resources Canada) on geodesy and geophysics. 
As far as we know, this is the only Gauss event taking 
place on April 30. Are there others? Incidentally, will some 
sociologist of science explain why there are two meetings in 
Canada planned for the Gauss bicentennial (this one and the 
Royal Society meeting 3-4 June 1977) but, so far as we know, 
none in the FRG, GDR, other countries, or at the Edinburgh 
International Congress on the History of Science in August 1977. 
